
MSPS – Chapter  One 6th Annual 
Tr ig Star  Program 

 
The Trig Star program is an annual competition that recognizes the best students of trigonometry from 
high schools throughout Minnesota.  The Minnesota Society of Professional Surveyors (MSPS), Chapter 
One, sponsored another successful Trig Star program in 2008!  The event was held on Thursday, March 
13 on the South Central College, North Mankato campus.  The program consisted of a 1-hour written 
exam, followed by small group presentations on land surveying (as pictured below) and an awards 
ceremony.  One hundred ninety five students from ten different high schools participated in the event: (1) 
Blue Earth Area, (2) Granada Huntley East Chain - GHEC, (3) Mankato West, (4) New Richland-
Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva NRHEG, (5) New Ulm Cathedral, (6) Nicollet Public, (7) St. Clair (8) Sleepy 
Eye St. Mary’s, (9) United South Central, and (10) Waseca. 
 
Students received a Certificate of Participation, a mechanical pencil and a 2008 Trig Star T-shirt.  The 
students were also eligible for $350 worth of cash prizes given away through random drawings. 
 

    
Break Room             Presentation - Land Surveying as a Career 
           
                                                        

  
Presentation - I-35 Bridge Collapse                      Demonstration - Survey Equipment  
 
 



Students taking the Exam 
 
 
The student with the highest score from each school was recognized at the event and is listed below:  
 

Blue Earth Area High School 
Dalton Moor 

 
Granada Huntley East Chain High School 

Dan Stensland 
 

Mankato West High School 
Zhangxin Xue 

 
New Richland-Hartland-Ellendale-Geneva High School 

Shelby Whitcomb 
 

New Ulm Cathedral High School 
Sadie Olson 

 
Nicollet Public High School 

Lucas Bode 
 

St. Clair High School 
Er ik Hasse 

 

Sleepy Eye St. Mary’s High School 
Bryant Tauer 

 
United South Central High School 

Amanda Huper 
 

Waseca High School 
Nathan Owens

 
 



The overall top five place winners received a total of $650 in cash prizes; the top three places will also be 
given an engraved plaque to be presented at their individual high school awards night.  The teachers of 
the top two overall place winners were each awarded $25. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1st Place – Zhangxin Xue 

(Teacher  Steve Jones) 
Mankato West High School 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



   
       
 

 2nd Place – Nathan Owens 3rd Place – Amanda Huper   
 (Teacher  Andy Krause)  United South Central High School 
 Waseca High School 

 
 
 
   

 
                                                

              
           
    

  
 4th Place – Lucas Bode 5th Place – Er ic Hasse 
 Nicollet High School St. Clair High School     
         
                                                
                                              



We would like to acknowledge and thank this year’s sponsors.  Together we raised $3100 for the 2008 
Trig Star event. 

 

MSPS State Organization 
Westwood Professional Services 

John Freemyer, LS 
 

Ulteig Engineers 
 

Aero-Metric, Inc. 
Bellkato Corporation Inc. 

Bolton & Menk, Inc. 
Hancock Concrete Products Company Inc. 

Hosfield & Associates 
Martin Menk, LS 

Madsen Land Surveying, Inc. 
S.E.H. (Short Elliott Hendrickson Inc.) 

Survey Services, Inc. 
Technical Reproductions, Inc 

WEB Construction Company, Inc. 
Wells Concrete Products Company 

Zieske Land Surveying, Inc. 
 

 
 

We would also like to thank all of the students and their teachers for participating in the 2008 Trig Star 
program.  We hope to see everybody at the 2009 Trig Star program scheduled for Thursday, March 12 
at the South Central College, North Mankato campus! 
 
 
Thanks again, 
 
  
Janele Fowlds 
MSPS Chapter One Secretary/Treasurer 
507-625-4171 
janelefo@bolton-menk.com 


