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Increased State & Federal Funding Builds Momentum
for Airport & Highway Upgrades

Recent allocations by
Congress and the Minnesota
State Legislature bode well
for the people of Minnesota.
At the state level, the 2000 Legislature
allocated approximately $560 mil-
lion to the Commissioner of
Transportation to advance highway
projects all across Minnesota. This
new funding will help accelerate ten
metro-area construction projects and
twenty-two construction projects in
greater Minnesota. Funding has also
been allocated to create management
plans for seven interregional high-
way corridors in greater Minnesota.
Nationally, recent signing of the
Aviation Investment and Reform Act
(AIR-21) by President Clinton has
made available $40 billion for in-
vestment in airport infrastructure
throughout the United States.
Ron Roetzel, Manager of Bolton
& Menk’s Transportation Group,
says these actions will have a signifi-
cant impact on Minnesota cities,
“The Interregional Corridor
System Planning Project will better
connect regional trade centers and

customers. Safety, improved travel
time and better access are issues that
will be addressed primarily through
improved intersection design and
traffic controls.”

According to Mn/DOT, the
project’s purpose is to strengthen re-
gional highway corridors so that peo-
ple will be better linked with jobs,
distributors with manufacturers, shop-
pers with retailers, and tourists with
recreational opportunities. Other
concerns are safety, environmental
preservation, integration of other
modes of transportation, and proac-
tive management of routes that are
expected to see traffic volumes dou-
ble by the year 2020.

Approximately 2% of the state’s
highway miles are included in the
project; those highways carry nearly
one-third of all vehicle miles trav-
eled.

Elwyn Tinklenberg, State
Commissioner of Transportation,

has emphasized that the project rep-
resents a fundamental change in the
way the state looks at transportation
projects.

“Instead of projects being di-
vided by county or city lines, we're
looking at key transportation corri-
dors as a whole. Communities will
work together to determine their
transportation needs and how to ad-
dress them.”

Mn/DOT officials have stated
that projects will be aggressively moved
to completion by June 30, 2003. A
carefully outlined management plan
will facilitate the schedule.

Bolton & Menk, Inc. has been
selected to redesign the intersec-
tion of Highways 169 and 19, and is
also working to secure funding for
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