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Reclaiming the Riverfront

In Hastings, Minnesota, collaboration between public & private agencies has
made 90 acres of riverfront land functional, recreational, and appealing.

For more than forty years, the
M 90-acre site located between

the Mississippi River and Lake
Rebecca, in the City of Hastings, pro-
vided access to the Army Corps of
Engineers’ Mississippi Lock and Dam
No. 2. It was also the site of a DNR bhoat
launch access to the Mississippi River, a
Koch Industries’ petroleum tank farm,
and the City of Hastings’ Lake Rebecca
Park. Given its proximity to the river,
the area was also federally regulated by
the National Park Service as part of the
Mississippi National River and Recreation
Area (MNRRA) corridor.

During the 1990s, the petroleum
tank farm was removed, and plans were
initiated to mitigate contaminated soils
in the area as a part of an overall rede-
velopment plan for the site. Goals of this
redevelopment plan included enhanc-
ing the existing functions of the site while
making it more appealing for recreational
users. In anticipation of this redevelop-
ment, the City secured a Legislative
Commission on Minnesota Resources
(LCMR) grant to assist in the funding
of future trail and road improvements.
The master plan for the site’s redevel-
opment included a Mississippi River in-
terpretive center, bandshell, decorative
streetscape elements,

scenic view sites and public art, as well
as restoration of 30-40 acres of the site’s
native vegetation, primarily an oak sa-
vannah.

Combining the City of Hastings’ vi-
sion for redevelopment, the Army Corps
of Engineers’ need for an accessible
and effective site for their dredging op-
erations, and Koch Industries’ desire to
mitigate a contaminated site, the three
agencies teamed up to initiate the first
phase of the site’s reclamation. Bolton
& Menk, Inc. and Hoisington Koegler
Group were retained to complete the de-
sign and streetscape planning of the site,
beginning a phase consisting of the re-
alignment of the mile-long roadway; en-
capsulation of soils containing lead-based
paint chips; extension of new bike trails,
including decorative trail lighting; and
the construction of a scenic overlook.
The first phase of the plan also included
decorative streetscape elements such as
lighting, fencing, decorative concrete,
bituminous stamping, an arbor canopy,
bollards
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and landscaping.

Construction of this $900,000 pro-
ject began in the fall of 2000, with the
remaining construction scheduled to re-
sume in the spring. However, progress
was interrupted by the flood waters of
the Mississippi River and subsequent
clean-up efforts within the site. Once the
flood waters subsided work progressed,
but only under special circumstances due
to the contaminated soils. Because the
site’s soil contained potentially hazardous
materials, the City and its contractors
were subject to OSHA-established
Hazardous Waste Operations and
Emergency Response standards.

Compliance with the federal poli-
cies to protect and enhance the river cor-
ridor required the protection of wetlands,
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